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   Celebrating 10 years of assisting immigrants! 

   On August 18, 2018, AIS 
reached a milestone: 10 years of 
service to immigrants in the New 
Haven community!  
   In that time, AIS has provided 
legal services to approximately 
2,000 immigrants and family 
members, and community educa-
tion events to hundreds more. 
AIS programs have assisted 
adults in gaining confidence in 
written and spoken English,  
prepared individuals to succeed 
at their citizenship interview, 
and helped children gain mastery 
of basic skills and develop good 
study habits.  
   Looking back to the past and 
hopeful for the future, we are 
filled with gratitude for you, our 
partners in mission.  
 

Grateful for the past… 
  AIS opened for business on  
August 18, 2008. “We put our 
sign on the door, and waited for 
the phone to ring,” Sr. Mary Ellen 
Burns recalls with a smile. At 
that time, AIS was given space by 
Centro San Jose, a Catholic  
Charities office, whose staff gen-
erously shared their knowledge 
of the Fair Haven community.   
   In September 2009 the office 
moved to 81 Saltonstall Avenue, 
where it has stood since then, 
providing clients with low-cost, 
high-quality assistance towards 
achieving their goals and build-
ing their future.   

   After initially providing assistance 
with civil legal matters ranging from 
worker’s compensation to landlord-
tenant and tort defense, AIS concen-
trated its efforts on immigration legal  
services as it became apparent that 
this was the greatest area of need.    

  AIS attained agency recognition from 
the Board of Immigration Appeals in 
2012, allowing non-attorney staff 
members to represent clients before 
the US Citizenship and Immigration 
Services.  All staff participate  
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regularly in training to insure 
knowledge of ever-changing legal 
standards and procedures. 
  June 2012 saw the beginning of 
the DACA (Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals) program. AIS 
provided community education and 
support to non-profit partners 
while delivering individual repre-
sentation to hundreds of immigrant 
youth, a service that continues to 
the present. 
  Over time, AIS has expanded the 
scope of its services, working with 
clients to reunite their families, 
gain legal residence and citizen-
ship, and to access benefits availa-
ble for  victims of domestic violence 
and violent crimes. AIS also assists 
citizens of countries in crisis and 
youth who have suffered abuse,  
neglect or abandonment. 
 

Hopeful for the future… 

   Thanks to your generous partner-
ship, AIS looks ahead with  
confidence to the next decade of  
life-changing assistance for immi-
grants! The dedication of AIS  
volunteers and donors to collabora-
tion with immigrant families 
grounds our hope that, despite the 
challenges of the current moment, 
there are endless possibilities for 
growth into a better future.  
   This hope, which has animated 
generations of immigrants who 
have begun new lives in our city, 
state and country, lives in our  
clients today! 



Young women in formation 
with the Apostles of the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus have 
served at AIS since its  
inception, as HAP tutors, 
translators and office  
support staff.  This year, Sr. 
Cathy Phillips, a second 
year novice, is AIS recep-
tionist and coordinator of 
the Vote 2020 Naturaliza-
tion project. She also  
coordinates the volunteer-staffed Homework Assis-
tance Program (see story at left), for which she volun-
teered from 2016-2018. Reflecting on her experience in 
the AIS legal services program, Sr. Cathy states, “I 
have learned so much already from my time at AIS, 
both about the immigration system and about the 
courage of the human spirit. I am blessed to be here.” 

Volunteers have been crucial 

to the success  of AIS since 

the beginning, when Misty 

Maza came in fall 2008, ask-

ing how she could help. She 

was the first of many dedi-

cated individuals to serve 

through the years.  From  

client representation to  

office support, volunteers 

multiply the capacity of 

AIS to serve our client communities. Working at AIS 

has influenced the paths of many. Former volunteer 

Cristina Ceballos states, “AIS showed me how a small 

organization can help its community, and helped con-

vince me to study law!” Another volunteer, Lizzie Shan, 

says that “AIS has a special place in my heart. You set 

an example of passionate advocacy for some of the most 

vulnerable people.” Volunteers past and present, we 

appreciate you! 

“HAP provides a consistent, educational, and faith-

filled environment for the students where they are 

able to grow,” says Victor Vessicchio, Principal of St. 

Francis-St. Rose School. HAP began as a partnership 

between AIS and the local Catholic school in 2008 

as another way to make a difference for immigrant 

families. Every Monday and Thursday afternoon, 

you will find a group of over 30 students working on 

their homework with the help of dedicated volun-

teers. “I gain so much from my time with the chil-

dren. I love doing this,” shares Louise Ortoleva, a 

volunteer in her 10th year with the program. She is 

pictured above with the 2nd grade students.  

TEAMWORK TRIUMPHS!  
BEHIND THE HEADLINES:  ASYLUM 

 Asylum law was enacted in response to interna-

tional failure to provide refuge to victims of Nazi 

persecution, which led to the deaths of 10 million 

people, including 6 million Jews, in the World 

War II era. 

 The US Immigration and Nationality Act estab-

lishes the right of individuals who have been  

persecuted in their countries of origin, or who 

fear persecution should they return, to apply for 

asylum, whether from within the US, at a port of 

entry, or between ports of entry.  

 Barring a change in circumstances, adults must 

apply for asylum within a year of entering the US. 

 To gain asylum, applicants must meet rigorous 

standards of proof to establish a fear of persecu-

tion on the basis of race, religion, nationality,  

political opinion or membership in a particular 

social group. 

Misty Maza and Sr. Mary Ellen Burns 

Interested in volunteering for AIS, in the office or  

with the homework program? Contact us at  

203-752-9068  or ais.fairhaven@gmail.com 



 

From the director’s desk…              

Dear Friends of AIS, 
As we reflect on  the first ten years of AIS’s work, the word “together”  keeps 

repeating in my mind.  One of our greatest joys is seeing client families together 

again after long separation.  Our greatest strength lies in working together:  

with our clients, whose efforts are the key to everything we achieve; with  

other agencies, universities and faith communities in greater New Haven;  

with the volunteers whose generosity and dedication never flags; with the 

many Apostles of the Sacred Heart who have participated in our ministry 

since 2008; and with you, our supporters, who have great hearts for justice, 

for compassion and for welcoming the stranger, the heart of our mission.   

As former staff member, Sr. Doretta D’Albero, at right with client, said, “It was a singular privilege to accompany 

immigrants on their journey to dignity and peace.”  It is a privilege we all share!  In this holy season, may 

Christ the migrant child, Christ the refugee, bless you and all those you love with true peace.    

In His Heart,  Sister Mary Ellen  

 

FROM CLIENT SURVEYS… 

“I’m greatly thankful to AIS for all  

help provided to me and my family.   

God bless them all.” 

“[AIS staff] work as a team and they stay with 

you through your [USCIS] interview.  They 

don’t leave you on your own.” 

“But for you and your help, I would have lost 

my legal residence.  A thousand thanks. I hope 

to see you soon to apply to become a citizen!” 

115     clients have become  
            US citizens 

215     clients have achieved legal  
        permanent residence 

72    clients were approved 
        for DACA in 2018 

We wish you a Blessed New Year! May 2019 bring you health, peace, and joy! 



Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Archdiocese of Hartford Archbishop’s Annual Appeal,  
     Vicariate Outreach Program 
Benedictines of Jesus Crucified, Monastery of the Glorious Cross 
The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven 
Deupree Family Foundation 
Fairfield County’s Community Foundation,  
     Robie & Scott Spector Charitable Fund 

Joe & Cindy Goldberg Family Foundation 
The Law Offices of Steven Gottlieb and Associates 
Pignatello Family Fund, Fidelity Charitable 
St. Mary’s Church, Westfield, MA 
St. Michael’s Church, New Haven, CT 
St. Thomas More Catholic Chapel & Center at Yale,  
     Cynthia Russett Philanthropic Fund 
Valley Community Foundation 

Anonymous Friends 
Martin Abe 
Franco Acuna 
Marisabel Aguayo 
Dulce Antonio 
Robert & Gloria Appicelli 
Apter-Berman Family 
Floribeth Arevalo 
Esther Arias 
Angela Arpino 
William J. Aseltyne 
Janet Barese 
Victoria Begley 
Gail Thibideau Bellucci 
Beth Iovanne Blazevich 
William M. Bloss 
Meg Boice 
Michael Boyle 
Bernadette Brewster 
Carolyn J. Brown 
Veronica Buczynski 
Colleen Burns & Riley Mae Skinner 
Joseph B. Burns 
Kevin & Cindy Burns & Family 
Sister Mary Ellen Burns, ASCJ 
Lynn & Thomas Campbell 
Bryan Campos Ayala 
Vincent J. Cannamela 
Pat Caprolione 
Madalyn Caputo 
Alex Caron 
Vincent A. Carrafiello 
Anthony Castaldi 
Adrian Brizuela Castellanos 
Ann Celone 
Christina Ciocola 
Patricia Cotton 
Dee Coviello 
Elio Cruz 
George Gonzalez Cruz 
Karen Talaamelli Cusick  
Claire Custer 

Sister Anne D’Alessio, ASCJ 
Truett Davis 
Anthony DeLucia 
Gabriela Diaz Lucatero 
Tadhg Dooley 
In honor of Willie and Diane Dow 
    John W. Bixler 
    Rose & Dominic DiCenzo 
Diane Dow 
Jacqueline Dunn 
Denise Early 
The Ekeh Family 
Ilona Emmerth 
Michael Emmerth 
Leonard Engel 
Lorraine Flore 
Yesenia Flores Cardoso 
John Fretts 
Kathleen Galo 
Cristian Garcia 
Merhawi Zeray Ghebrezgi 
Michael Gibbons 
Crystal Gooding 
In memory of Thomas D. Graham 
    Linda Rauch 
Jean F. Greenfield 
Sandra Guerra 
Judith Guest 
Rachael Hadley 
John & Mary Jo Hogan 
Carlos Huerta 
Timothy James 
Jessica Jara Hurtado 
Louise Jastremski 
Joseph Jerista 
Abigail Kamp 
Timothy Kearney 
Abeba Keflu 
Barbara Kemp 
Chae Won Kim 

Joseph T. King Jr. & Amy Justice 
Ouido Koivogui 
Diane Krantz 
Denise Krause 
Anne Krott 
Suzanne Lagarde 
Hwan Hui Lee 
Jonathan Loja 
Veronica Lopez 
Thomas Loricco 
Albert Lucas 
Regina Martinez Lucero 
David Lynch 
Dermot Lynch 
Florence Lynch 
Karen Maloney 
Sister Maureen Martin, ASCJ 
In honor of Misty Maza 
    Patricia W. Bunge 
In honor of Mary McCarthy 
    Maureen Sweeney  
     & Fritz Bauerschmidt 
Theresa McKeon 
Sr. Daniela Minniti, ASCJ 
Vivian de la Mola 
Juana Monter Portes 
Maureen Brady Moran 
Edwin Morris 
Charlotte & Charlie Murphy 
Victor Napenas 
Mary O’Brien 
John O’Donovan 
Barbara Offer 
Patricia O’Keefe 
Louise Ortoleva 
Jose Palma Cardoso 
Carolina Paredes 
Frances C. Pascale 
Suzanne Patry 
John Paulishen 

Thomas Pecora 
Eleanor Petty 
Reina Praxedes 
Kim Radowiecki 
Antonio Ramirez 
Luis & Sandra Ramirez 
Mariana Ramirez Martinez 
Ramos-Reyes Family 
Carol Regan 
Linda Roberto 
Rodela Family 
Most Rev. Peter A. Rosazza 
In honor of Most Rev. Peter A. Rosazza 
   Sheila Denion & Thomas Eysmans 
Lizzie Shan 
Naveed Shinwari 
Elizabeth Shollenberger 
Nancy Shollenberger 
Lillian Skalenkis 
Sister Karen Skurat, ASCJ 
Nancy Smyth 
Nayankoi Soropogui 
Teresa Miguel-Stearns  
       & Steve Stearns 
Caryl Frink & Pearl Swinden 
Graciela Taboada 
Dorothy Tegeler 
Anthony Truen-Trend 
Ann Vallombroso 
Carmen Vasquez 
Erika & Damien Vergara 
Susy Villacis 
Joseph VonderHaar 
Lisa VonderHaar 
Roland VonderHaar 
Rahab Wangari 
Josh Weinstein 
Stephanie L. Wilborne 
Amy Wilson 
Michael Wishnie 
Kathryn F. Wood 
Molina Zuileyma 

APOSTLE IMMIGRANT SERVICES  81 SALTONSTALL AVENUE  NEW HAVEN, CT 06513  

203-752-9068  WWW.APOSTLEIMMIGRANTSERVICES.ORG  AIS.FAIRHAVEN@GMAIL.COM 

A MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLES OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 

Connect with us! 

Apostle Immigrant Services 

@ApostleSVCS 

Email ais.fairhaven@gmail.com to be included on our 

email list and keep up with the latest AIS news! 

CORPORATE DONORS 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 

Together we do great things ~ Thank you! 

This listing includes donations  from Dec. 5, 2017 through Dec. 15, 2018 


